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ACADEMIC SENATE

	CALL TO ORDER


	This meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m.  

	PRESENT SENATORS


	P. Adams, T. Belnas, F. Carbajal, T. Carbajal, P. Entekhabi, C. King, S. Locci, M. Madrigal, P. Mayfield, A. Méndez, C. Moss, L. Perkins, H. Rocha-Tabera, M. Stenbit, A. Vacaflor, M. Weber

	GUESTS


	Chuck Beals, David Beymer, Larry Elder, Bill Fellner, Kelly Locke, Ignacio Pando, Dan Perez, Sharolyn Robinson, Keith Simmons, Ann Wright, Andrea Zarate

	SENATORS ABSENT


	J. Pessagno, M. Stave

	ADOPT AGENDA


	MSC (Locci/F. Carbajal) to adopt the agenda.

	MINUTES APPROVAL
	MSC (Locci/Moss) to approve the minutes of October 28, 2003.

	OPEN PUBLIC COMMENTS


	· Marylu Stenbit stated that she was upset that faculty members had been told by the Steering Committee that they couldn’t speak to an agenda item unless they had been present at the previous meeting.

· Larry Elder and Keith Simmons asked if the nursing students who came to the Oct. 28, 2003, meeting were advised of the grievance procedure at Hartnell.  

· Senators Locci and Stenbit stated questions regarding the grievance procedure and filing a grievance were asked at that meeting.

· Larry Elder said listening to those students’ presentation was not within the charter of the Academic Senate.  

· President Méndez had consulted with the State Academic Senate President and was informed that anyone is allowed to address the Senate.

· Bill Fellner stated the nursing situation is an administration issue and felt the Senate should strongly encourage the administration to tackle this problem now.  Faculty and students must feel supported, but current talk around campus feels one-sided for students.

· Chuck Beals wondered why the nursing faculty were not invited to that meeting.  

· Senators responded that this was not a discussion or debate, but rather a presentation by a group of students who had asked to be on the agenda.  Listening to these students did not mean the Senate would support them or take any action they requested.

· Some Senators asked why the nursing faculty felt alienated.

· Tomas Belnas stated:  (1) Many nursing faculty wondered why those ex-nursing students had been given a forum at an Academic Senate meeting; nothing in the Faculty Handbook states the Senate should listen to grievances. (2) The current nursing faculty is not responsible for what those students did not receive in their first-semester nursing course, even though the faculty are trying to get the current group of students’ skills up to standards.  (3) A letter from the state Board of Registered Nursing mandates that disciplinary actions will be taken against any nursing instructor who takes a student who is unsafe in the clinical practice back into the program.  (4) The faculty have a contract to bring the students’ skills up to par; if a student fails to achieve those skills, s/he must be dropped from the program.  (5) These ex-nursing students should not be bringing academic/ student grievances to various bodies on campus; they must follow established college procedures in place.

· Chuck Beals stated a Hartnell faculty member had called the BRN to complain about current nursing faculty.

· It was moved (Vacaflor/Locci) that the Steering Committee write a letter to all faculty stating the Senate listened to the nursing students but took no action on this matter.  The motion carried, 7 for and 6 against.

· Phil Adams asked that a copy of the letter be sent to Senators before it’s sent to the entire faculty.



	PRESIDENT’S REPORT


	· A. President Méndez distributed a copy of her letter to Dean Frontiera regarding non-tenured faculty being peer evaluators.  

· B. Aurora attended the State Plenary Session in Pasadena, where the main issues were (1) keeping student fees low, (2) raising degree requirements for English & Math, (3) e-voter registration, (4) paperless curriculum.

· C. New Trustees Aaron Johnson and Berna Maya will attend the Nov. 25 meeting.

· The president read a memo from Dr. Valeau stating Senator McPherson will come to speak to Hartnell staff on Nov. 12.

· A training session “What is the role of the Senate in shared governance?” will be given Feb. 11, 2004, 2:00-3:30 by a State Academic Senate representative.



	FIRST VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT


	· Vice President Theresa Carbajal reported that the Transportation Committee wants to attend a Senate meeting before the end of this semester to discuss parking and other transportation options when construction begins in the spring.



	COMMITTEE REPORTS


	· Dan Perez reported Curriculum approved the new nursing program on Nov. 6.  Prerequisite/Corequisite/Advisory issues will be focused on now that Datatel can handle them.

· President Méndez asked about Eng. 1A being a prerequisite for acceptance into the new nursing program.  It has been approved at Hartnell and had already been approved at the State level.

· Senator Locci reported for Matriculation.  He will attend the Region IV meeting at DeAnza College on Nov. 21.



	ASHC REPORT


	· Sharolyn Robinson thanked everyone for making the holiday tamale sale successful.

· Sharolyn announced the first organizational meeting for Kwanzaa will be held Nov. 14 at 11:00; future meetings will be every Monday at 11:00 in the College Center.

· She reported President Jason Ortiz presented a letter about the nursing situation, asking for due process on both ends.  (Irene Rasmussen has a copy.)



	CLASSIFIED SENATE REPORT


	· No report.



	HCFA REPORT


	· Stelvio Locci reported that he and Dave Beymer are still collecting information for negotiation on the new contract.  He asked that items be sent to Dave Beymer.

· Arbitration is continuing on the previous contract grievance.



	ACTION ITEMS


	· MSC (Locci/Moss)  It was moved to approve Larry Elder as peer evaluator for Suzy Bañuelos and Rachel Failano, Ed Mercurio as peer evaluator for Laurie Phillips and Diane Salomone, and Carolyne West as peer evaluator for Linda Hoogendijk, and to reconfirm Marylu Stenbit to Matriculation.



	DISCUSSION ITEMS


	· A. Andrea Zarate, SANKOFA president, reported that on 10/16/03 the organization sponsored a successful reception/orientation for students. The students received information regarding student services and other available campus resources.  

· She thanked the Senate for listening to concerns of faculty members in the nursing department and requested that issues of due process and bumping rights of faculty be addressed.  

· Millicent Madrigal announced a Kwanzaa workshop on Dec. 2, 12-2:00 in C275.  Any Hartnell College student who attends will receive a free ticket to the Kwanzaa Celebration on Dec 5, 6:30pm.  She also reminded us of the two issues that were brought to the Senate---support of student athletes and faculty bumping rights/due process.  She appreciates the support displayed by the faculty in the Math & Science Division and hopes that the same support can be given to Lydia Hampton-Stewart as well. 
·  B.  Marylu Stenbit suggested an ad hoc “professional relations committee” be set up where issues of institutional integrity can be addressed before bringing them to the entire Senate.  Items such as the discontinuance procedure and the former Language Task Force could be investigated, and resolutions could be written.

· Theresa Carbajal wondered how this would be different from the Steering Committee.  Kelly Locke asked if such a committee would follow up on the planning agenda included in the accreditation report.

· Aurora said this would be discussed more in Steering.

· C.  A draft of a resolution regarding the new reprographics procedure was distributed and discussed.  Any changes can be e-mailed to Aurelia Vacaflor and a final draft will be distributed with the agenda for Nov. 25.

· D.  MSC (Moss/Madrigal)  It was moved to strike the Math/Science Faculty response to the nursing students’ presentation from the agenda.

· E.  Senators agreed that the nursing students’ requests felt premature since the Senate had only heard one side of the issue.  Some felt this was a student services issue.  

· Theresa Carbajal passed out copies of State Senate Resolution 21.02 F03 which supports early intervention to help nursing students succeed.

· Some Senators felt it would be helpful for the nursing director and counselors to attend the next meeting.



	ANNOUNCEMENTS
	None.



	ADJOURNMENT
	This meeting was adjourned at 5:12 p.m.
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