Adopted

OPEN SESSION

PLEDGE OF
ALLEGIANCE

ROLL CALL

ABSENT

PUBLIC
COMMENTS

A.CEE.
PRESENTATION

BOARD ETHICS
AND BROWN ACT

HARTNELL COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

MINUTES
March 15, 2011

Board of Trustees — Study Session
CALL 208, Training Room
411 Central Avenue
Salinas, California

The Board’s Study Session was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Trustee Padilla-Chavez.

Trustee Taylor led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Erica Padilla Chavez, President
Kevin Healy, Vice President
Candi DePauw

Patricia Donohue

Bill Freeman

Elia Gonzalez-Castro

Phoebe K. Helm, Board Secretary
Ray Montemayor

Paul Casey, student services administrator, announced the Student Senate is collecting
donations by placing containers in offices throughout the campus. All monies collected
will be given to the Red Cross and is designated to support those affected in the recent
disaster in Japan.

The Board received a presentation on the Academy for College Excellence (ACE)
Program that addressed the components of the program, a summary of the 2009 Cohort,
a snapshot of later cohorts, and what’s next. The students spoke about their experience
with the program and the positive impact it has made in their lives. The program has
been offered over the last four semesters and two students are ready to transfer. Also,
the Board received a presentation on racial profiling. The Board complimented the
faculty and students for attending the meeting and for their presentation.

Those representing the program were faculty, Hermelinda Rocha-Tabera, Liz Estrella,
Warren Edmonds, Roberto Unzueta, and Tara McCabe. Students present were Lucia
Vera, Saul Donate, Jennifer Chaidez, and Joaquin Tabera.

The Board received a presentation (Appendix A) on Board Ethics and the Brown Act by
Alison Neufeld, legal counsel. Ms. Neufeld defined the roles and responsibilities of the
Board of Trustees, Superintendent/President, and the members of the public. She
reviewed Board Policy 1055, Ethical Conduct of the Governing Board and process for
ensuring ethical conduct.

Ms. Neufeld reviewed the general principles of the Brown Act and how they apply to
legislative bodies.
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Throughout the presentation, the Board asked several questions to which Ms. Neufeld
responded. The Board thanked Ms. Neufeld for the informative presentation.

BOARD Trustee Gonzalez-Castro thanked everyone for the evening’s presentations.

COMMENTS
Trustee Freeman thanked the staff for giving his brother a tour of the Alisal Campus -
that his brother recently got a job with NASA; that Williams College made the final four
(for small colleges) and the coach, Mike Maker, is a former student/athlete of Hartnell;
that he would like to see the Alisal Campus make electronic cars — this would help the
college move forward in helping to save the planet; that he is sadden by the recent
disasters happening in Japan. Trustee Freeman requested that someone look into
increasing the Board’s stipends because the Board is attending more meetings. He
believes that members should not be penalized if they don’t attend the study session
meetings because as elected officials they only need to attend the regular meetings and
he asked if Farm Day is more important that the recent passing of an honor student. In
closing, he stated that he was proud of the students who presented this evening.

Trustee DePauw thanked both Trustee Padilla-Chavez and Paulette Bumbalough for
their recent participation in Farm Day — they both were guides and she agreed with
Trustee Freeman by stating that, while Farm Day is important, it is not more important
than the passing of a student.

Trustee Healy announced the birth of his son, Collin; he encouraged the Board to attend
the Monterey County School Boards Association Annual Celebration Dinner and he
thanked those who presented on the ACE. Program.

Trustee Padilla-Chavez reported that she was a guide for Farm Day — that it was a great
learning experience and of course in no way would it compare to the passing of a
student; she thanked everyone for attending this evening and stated that the purpose of
these sessions are to help members become more effective as a Board; that the Board’s
stipends is not a local decision — that stipends are determined by and prorated in
compliance with the Education Code.

PRESIDENT’S Dr. Helm announced that Bob Maffei, faculty and advisor of the Students in Free

REPORT Enterprise (SIFE) had led the team to win the regional competition for the fifth year in a
row. They will compete in the Nationals again this spring, where they have placed in the
low teens for the past four years. In each case, the Hartnell team has beat out their
University and Community College competitors.

ADJOURNMENT  The Board adjourned the meeting at 7:17 p.m.

Erica Padilla-Chavez Phoebe K. Helm
Board of Trustees President Board Secretary
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