Dr. J. Hughey, Fall 2011
Questions from the “Journey of Man.”
1) What is the source for Luca Cavalli-Sforza’s genetic time machine?

Blood.
2) What population represents the oldest lineage of people living today?  What country in Africa are they from?
San Bushmen.  Namibia, in southeastern Africa.
3) How long ago did a small group of humans leave Africa?


50,000 years ago.
4) What kind of material did the San Bushmen construct their spear tips from?  

Bone.  In comparison to stone found at archeological sites.
5) What is a genetic marker?


Inherited mutation or polymorphism.
6) Why did early humans migrate out of Africa?  What caused them to ‘suddenly vanish’ from this continent?

Drought.  There was global climate change due to the ice age, sea level dropped/retreated about 40 km.  Much of the water was locked up in the polar ice sheets.
7) Where did the first archaeological human remains outside of Africa show up?

Australia.
8) How did the descendants of the Bushmen get to Australia?

They took a coastal route through India by foot, then journey by boat about 150 miles.
9) How many primate species are found on Australia?  
One, Homo sapiens.  Since humans evolved from a common ancestor that also gave rise to apes about 5-6 MYA, we would expect to find apes and other members of Primates on Australia if Australia was where humans evolved or originated from, but we do not.  Also, there is no sign of Aborigine markers outside of Australia.
10) Where did the very first people settle in Australia?  How long ago did they settle?

Lake Mungo, about 45,000 years ago, about 200 people.
11) Do Aborigine’s have any evidence in their ‘Song Lines’ of a journey from Africa?

No, they believe they came from Australia and did not migrate there.
12) Do the Aborigine rock paintings from Queensland show any evidence of a journey?

No.
13) What route did early humans take to get to Australia?


They took a coastal route.
14) Why did Dr. Wells choose to analyze Y-chromosomal DNA?

No reshuffling or recombining of the chromosome.
15) Did Spencer find evidence for a human migration through India en route to Australia?


Yes, from a man near Madurai.
16) Where did the second group out of Africa migrate to?  How long ago?

To the Middle East, about 45,000 years ago.  
17) This second wave of people branched and went in two different directions.  Where did they go?
One group went to India and successfully reproduced and swamped out much of the trace of the first coastal migration.  The second group headed to China, part of this group went North, part South.
18) How long did it take humans to get from the Middle East to Europe?  Why?  
10,000 years.  They first took a detour to Central Asia about 40,000 years ago, because of climate change.  
19) What was the name of the hominids that arrived to Europe and lived in caves in France?

Cro-Magnon.
20) What route did humans take to Europe?
They traveled to Central Asia, then west along the plains of Asia following the grazing animals.  It was thought they went around the Mediterranean and up through Turkey, but they did not.
21) What is so interesting about Niyazov’s DNA?
He held a genetic marker that more than 1 billion people on the planet hold today.  He is the direct descendant of a man from 40,000 years ago from which all Europeans, North and South Americans, Asians, Russians, and some Indians come from.
22) What country is Niyazov from?  Where is this country located?

Kazakhstan, Central Asia.
23) Who are the Chukchi?  Where do they live?  

Nomadic, North East Siberians, ancestors of Native Americans.
24) Where did the Chukchi’s ancestors come from?


Central Asia.
25) What is an ancestor?  


One from whom a person is descended.
26) What is a descendant?


A person whose history can be traced to a particular individual.
27) How long ago did people in Siberia migrate across Beringia?

20,000-15,000 years ago.
28) What are Bergman’s and Allen’s rules?

People who live in cold climates have reduced surface areas, reduced appendages, this reduces heat loss.
29) What do the reindeer eat?  What do the Chukchi eat?

Lichen.  Reindeer.
30) What do the Chukchi live in?  Are they nomadic?

Yaranga, tents made of reindeer skin.
31) What route did the ancestors of native North and South Americans take?  How many made the journey?
Across Beringia, an ice flow that connected Siberia to Alaska during the last Ice Age.  About 10-20 people made the journey.
32) How many years did it take for humans to populate North and South America? 

800 years.
33) Who did the Navajo descend from? 

Siberians, likely someone related to the Chukchi.
34) Who are the ancestors of Hispanics?

The same.
