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Marine Mammal Exercise- Due on 5/9/12
Using the copy of the California Department of Fish and Game “Marine Mammals of California” in your course lab manual, construct two tables.  In the upper table compare the similarities and differences between the Humpback (Megaptera novaeangliae) and Gray Whales (Eschrichtius robustus).  In the other, compare the California Sea Lion (Zalophus californianus) to the Harbor Seal (Phoca vitulina).  
Humpback (Megaptera novaeangliae) and Gray Whale (Eschrichtius robustus)
California Sea Lion (Zalophus californianus) and Harbor Seal (Phoca vitulina)
Using the you manual, answer the following questions about the Sea Otter (Enhydra lutris)

When was a population of otters discovered just south of Monterey near Bixby creek?  How many?
Why was this discovery of importance to mammalogists?
How much larger is the male sea otter than the female?

How long can otters hold their breath?

Do females and juvenile otters sometimes have “white-headedness” or is it just the older males?
The near extermination of sea otters for their pelts was the result of who?
How many pelts were taken over a 30 year period after the purchasing of Alaska?
How many pelts were taken over the last 265 years?
How far did the otter population expand per year since 1913?

What limits the sea otters from further expansion?
What do the otters primarily eat?

Does the sea otter have a thick layer of blubber?  What keeps them insulated?
How long do sea otters live?
How deep do otters dive?

How many teeth do otters have in their upper and lower mouths?  What are the numbers?
What predators consume sea otters?  What is the evidence for this?
